WFS Sport Committee Minutes
Jan 20, 2026, 6pm MT

Quorum was reached at 6:05pm and the meeting began with the Conflict of Interest statement. There were no conflicts noted at this time. 

Sr. Pan Am Championships Selection: 
This proposed selection document mirrors the 2025 selection process. It was noted that there is a typo in “2.” whereas there is only 1 event, not 2; that will be updated before this is sent forward to the Executive Committee for review. There was not discussion. 
Motion to accept the procedure as proposed with the typo fixed: Ashley Flavin 
Motion 2nd: Robby Smith 
This will be in the portal tonight for voting. 

Women’s Freestyle Update: 
Coach Steiner gave an update on the women’s program. They just ended their first camp of 2026 today and it was a great one. We have the first two ranking evens coming up and we have large groups headed to both. 
USAW has moved into our new building. It’s been a great update and everyone is encouraged to stop by. Coach Medina Bunker is back from maternity leave. And, finally Sarah Hildebrandt has announced that she’s returning to competition. USAW has posted the Coach position. We would like to have a new hire in place by 01 March with a 01 April start date. USAW has contract Nate Engel to help out with the WFS program in the interim.
Coach Medina Bunker also noted that we have added Nuwanee Tamaki as a dietician and a Alex LaRochelle as a strength & conditioning coach  to our USAW Team. Nuwanee comes from the USOPC and already has great relationships with a lot of our senior level athletes. Alex also worked at the OPTC a few years ago and he has jumped right in. Both are making positive impacts on the program. 

WFS Coach Selections:
Robby Smith requested a rundown of how the WFS staff recommends coaches. Coach Medina Bunker gave an overview of their expectations & thought process for choosing people to be assigned to teams. 
Coach Medina Bunker then went through the list of staff recommendations and gave a bit of background on the “why” they were being recommended. Coach also noted that there was not a development tour listed because those ladies were given the opportunity to go to China for a training trip at the end of December/beginning of January. Coaches that went with that team were Geneva Gray Brown and Fan Zhang. 
It was also noted that USAW plans to have a staff coach on every tour. And we are aware of the optics of putting a college or RTC coach on a U17 event. It was also noted that staff typically only recommends a one coach from a program or RTC to help spread the opportunity to as many programs/people as possible. 
There was discussion on putting a list of alternates together so that if someone declined an opportunity, there would be a list of coaches that USAW could go to and offer the spot. The list of alternates includes: 
1. Randi Miller 
2. Brazel Marques (if McCoy declines his opportunity) 
3. Tela Bacher 
4. Ruben Chavez 
It was also discussed to reach out to former National Team athletes and get them invited to attends camps and being to engage again with the WFS program in hopes that they can develop their coaching credential and also be recommended for a tour in the future. 
Conflict of Interest was noted by Ashley Flavin as she is recommended for U23 PAC’s. 
It was also noted that Nate Engel is on the committee as a guest and not a voting member as he is currently contracted with USAW. 
Motions and seconds for each tour are: 
1. Grand Prix of Spain: Motion by Robby Smith & 2nd by Randall Balch 
2. U15 PAC: Motion by Robby Smith & 2nd by Ashley Flavin 
3. U17 PAC: Motion by Robby Smith & 2nd by Lori Ayres 
4. U17 World Championships: Motion by Robby Smith & 2nd by Joan Fulp 
5. U20 PAC: Motion by Robby Smith & 2nd by Ashley Flavin 
6. U20 World Championships: Motion by Robby Smith & 2nd by Randall Balch
7. U23 PAC: Motion by Robby Smith & 2nd by Joan Fulp – it was also noted this event will likely move to Lima, Peru. 
8. U23 World Championships: Motion by Robby Smith & 2nd by Lori Ayres
Iris Smith did ask about the process to vet coaches for any SafeSport violations. Kenya explained the process and assured the committee that anyone who was recommended did not have any violations.


New Business: 
It was mentioned that DIII WM would be splitting from the NCAA Championship event in 2027 and we should look at adding that as a qualification criteria and to consider if that would have any other impact on things we do. 
The committee was reminded that voting is open and everyone was encouraged to get that done in a timely manner. 
Motion to adjourn: Robby Smith 
Motion 2nd: Ashley Flavin 
Call ended at 7:07pm 
